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Overview

Biblical Passage John 15:18–25, 16:33

Supporting Passages Romans 1:28–32, Matthew 5:10

Memory Verse John 15:20

Biblical Truth True followers of Christ will encounter opposition in a world that doesn’t want to
understand the nature of God and His ways.

Context

Jesus did not represent the kind of ‘Messiah’ that the Jews of that day had
expected. He represented a kingdom not of this world, its way of thinking, or its
expectations. Jesus wanted His disciples to understand that although following
Him had eternal value, there was a cost to be paid in a world who neither knew
Him, nor cared anything about His message and teachings of the Kingdom of
God. These six lessons will help students define what they’re up against, and how
they are to do battle in a world of opposition.

Learning Goals

• Explore: Your students will understand that if they choose to follow Christ and
be obedient to Him, then it’s not a question of if but when they will face
persecution for their commitment.
• Transform: Your students will begin to value a life so committed to Christ that
they will be willing to face persecution for His sake.

Prayer Suggestions

As you prepare to teach this lesson, pray for your students.
• Pray that your students will understand that since the world does not love
Jesus, it will not love them.
• Pray that your students will be prepared to face persecution.
• Pray that your students will continue to love those who do not love them.
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Biblical Commentary

Investigation

Christians in the last half of the first century faced persecution from various groups. Pagans opposed them
because Christians refused to worship the emperor or the Roman gods. The Roman pagan community believed
that the Roman gods such as Jupiter made the empire prosper as long as the gods were venerated. Some Jewish
leaders even persecuted Christians because they did not accept the idea of Jesus being the Messiah. John the son
of Zebedee, one of Jesus’ disciples, wrote to the growing Christian community to give them encouragement as
they faced opposition. John may have written to the Christians in Ephesus where he lived, but his Gospel spread
to other Christian churches whose members received encouragement from his message.

John did not give Christians false hope that the world would love them and treat them with kindness. He
recorded the words that Jesus told His disciples as He walked with them from the Upper Room to Gethsemane
on the night of the Last Supper. Jesus said that the world would hate His followers because the world had hated
Him. Persecution would come from those who really had no relationship with God and who refused to believe in
Christ and His teachings. Christians would suffer and experience hatred but not because they had done anything
wrong. Innocent suffering would not bring chaos into their lives. They would live in peace and be joyful because
they realized that through the power of Christ they would overcome the world.

Importance

This passage teaches the Essential Truth that The Future is in God's Hands. Sometimes when we think about
the future, we may fear what tomorrow might bring. What if we experience rejection by others because of our
Christian faith? What if we lose a good friend because he or she cannot accept our serious commitment to follow
Christ? Naturally, we want acceptance from others. Rejection and alienation hurt. Nobody wakes up in the
morning hoping to receive a healthy dose of persecution. The fact is that ultimately we know what the outcome
of a life lived for Christ will be. Eternity belongs to God, and it is His to give away. There is no need to fear
because Jesus holds our eternity.

In this passage, Jesus teaches us that we do not have to be afraid of anything that the future may throw at us. He
even tells us what we can expect in the future. We should be prepared to face persecution from the world. That
fact should not create fear within us. We should be encouraged that even though the world will throw its worst
at us, we will triumph. Just as Jesus overcame persecution and even death, so will we if we remain true to Christ
and do not try to avoid persecution by hiding our Christian faith from others or by embracing worldly behavior.

This passage also touches on other Essential Truths: [Jesus is Savior and God] and People are God's Treasure.
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Interpretation

John 15:18 During Jesus’ ministry, He loved others unconditionally. He commanded His disciples to love one
another and also to bless their enemies and to pray for them. Jesus’ disciples might have expected that if their
lives were characterized by love, then no one would hate them. However, Jesus had to warn His followers against
hostility from those who were outside the Christian community. Jesus made it clear to His followers that the
world would certainly hate them because the world hated Him. The world can be defined as any person or thing
that stands in opposition to God and His plans. The world is sensuality, hatred, violence, unbelief, and fear. How
significant it is that the disciples of Christ are to be known by their love, while the world is known for its hatred.

John 15:19 We stand in wonder at how a life of love could attract the persecution of the world. Why did the
world persecute Jesus, and why does it continue to harass His followers? Jesus reminded his followers that there
is a sharp distinction between themselves and the world. The world does not know God, so the world mistreats
God’s children whose lives stand in stark contrast to persons who embrace the world. Christians and worldly
persons have two separate loves, attitudes, and ways of living. One of the worst statements that a worldly person
can make about a Christian is “He is one of us.” The world looks at Christians and sees them as aliens and treats
them accordingly. Since the world is what it is and Christians are who they are, it is inevitable that the world will
react negatively to believers just as the world responded negatively to Christ. Sometimes Christians are
surprised when the world opposes the things of God. We should not be surprised but rather realize that it is
inevitable.

John 15:20 Jesus now refers to one of His earlier sayings (John 13:16) in order to underscore His teaching that
the treatment given to the Master determines how His servants will be treated. Since worldly persons abused
Jesus, they will do the same to His followers. Those in the world will only listen to and accept the words of Jesus’
disciples to the extent that they listened to Jesus. On the one hand, this means that some in the world will reject
Jesus. On the other hand, just as some persons turned their backs on the world and followed His Word, some
would also listen to the message of Jesus’ disciples.

John 15:21 The world persecuted Jesus and continues to persecute His followers because the world does not
know God. Jesus the Son is linked so intimately with God the Father that to reject the Son is to reject the Father.
In His ministry on earth, Jesus made the Father known. Those who rejected Jesus not only rejected Him but also
the Father who sent Him. When the world rejects the Son, God’s supreme revelation to the world, the world will
also mistreat those who minister in the name of the Son. There are many persons who say that they know and
love God, but if their knowledge and love is genuine, they will love God’s son as well.

John 15:22 Jesus now states that when He came into the world, He pointed out clearly what constituted sinful
behavior. Now that humanity knows plainly what sin is, it has no excuse for its [sinfulness]. Jesus is not saying
that humanity would have been sinless had He not come to earth. He means that humans would not have been
charged with the sin of rejecting Christ and the revelation that He brought to the world. Jesus laid bare the
ugliness of sin and how there is no covering it up.

John 15:23–24 Jesus reaffirms the teaching that he who hates the Son hates the Father. The Father and Son are
so closely connected that to accept or reject one is to accept or reject the other. While on this earth, Jesus
performed works that no one had ever done. Not only were His miracles more significant than those carried out
by any Old Testament personality, but His death upon the cross as a sacrifice to atone for the sins of humanity
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was completely unique. Everyone who witnessed Jesus ministry on this earth should have stood in awe of Him.
Instead, many persons witnessed Jesus’ works and refused to acknowledge Him as God. These have committed
not only the sin of rejecting Christ but the sin of rejecting the Father as well.

John 15:25 We might find it unbelievable that many persons in Jesus’ day so easily denied the one who loved
them and willingly laid down His life for them. Yet all this came to pass in order for Scripture to be fulfilled.
Jesus’ death on the cross was foretold in the Hebrew Scriptures. That fact does not absolve those who crucified
Christ from any personal responsibility. Yet Christ died according to God’s will. Even today we marvel that so
many people continue to rebuff Christ even though they have no reasonable foundation for doing so.

John 16:33 Jesus did not share the message about persecution with His followers in order to cause them
anxiety. He delivered the message to them so that they would have inner Peace. How could the message of
certain persecution for followers of Christ bring peace and not fear? Despite the fact that Christians must live in
a world filled with tribulation and trouble on every side, if we live in Christ then we have peace. Peace comes
from knowing that innocent persecution marks us as one who belongs to Jesus. We are of good cheer because we
live every day with the knowledge that Jesus overcomes the world. Christians, therefore, do not face the world
with a spirit of fear and apprehension. On the contrary, we face each day with confidence because we know that
we will triumph over the world. When Jesus delivered the message of peace and conquering, He stood in the
shadow of the cross. To the world, the cross appeared as Christ’s final defeat. His message here indicates that
He viewed the cross event as His complete victory over the world.

Implications

Christians seek to bring love and compassion to a world that is groaning under the burden of immense suffering
and pain. When we minister to a world in distress, we might be astonished when this world rebuffs us. When we
face opposition and obstacles, should we simply throw up our hands in surrender while declaring, “This is not
fair”? What we should do is anticipate troubles when we minister in the name of Christ. We should be prepared
to face the obstacles and overcome them. How can you face persecution with hope? How can you help students
have hope for the future when they live in a chaotic world? How can you assist students to be prepared in
advance to face opposition?

We live in an uncertain world. Every day we hear about the occurrence of violent acts, rampant disease, and
other types of suffering. We even experience troubles of our own to varying degrees. Students may be
disillusioned by a world in which hatred and confusion reigns. When they personally experience hatred and
rejection because of their commitment to Christ, they might be tempted to relax their commitment. How do you
deal with disillusionment? How can you encourage students who are disillusioned? How can you help students
grow in love while they live in a loveless world? How can you assist students in continuing their firm
commitment to Christ in the face of persecution?
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Teaching Plan

Connect Activity

Drama: Sox Vs. Yanks
(5–10 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will watch a drama about what a fan is willing to go through for the sake of his team.

(5–10 minutes, easy set-up)
Download the drama script. Prior to the session, enlist four students to enact the drama. Give copies of
the script to cast members ahead of time so that they will be ready to perform it.

Prompt students to perform the drama. Afterward, say: Just like fans of an opposing team, there are
real fans of the world out there. They don’t know our God, and they don’t choose to know Him,
and they don’t understand why we care to know Him and live in obedience to Him. Just like
Patrick, we have to decide whether we’re up for the task of facing real persecution.

Media Option: Squeeze
(3–5 minutes, Reverb Media Pass required)
Students will watch a video about objects that are being squeezed.

(3–5 minutes, Reverb Media Pass required)
If your church has purchased the Reverb Media Pass or the Reverb DVD, preview and arrange to show
the “Squeeze” video. (If your church has not purchased the Reverb Media Pass, you can purchase this
single video through the “Media” tab.)

Play the video for your students. When the video is over, ask students to summarize the video. Then ask:
What is the common denominator in each of the objects featured in the video? (Answer: They all
were being squeezed.) Do you ever feel like the world is trying to squeeze you? Do you ever feel
the pressure for trying to live the life that the Bible calls you to live? If so, then Squeeze is just
the unit for you. Explain to your students that you will be spending the next 6 weeks studying what it’s
like to live under pressure from the world.

Explore Activity



Lesson: The Real Enemy

Page 6 of 12

Master Teacher Key Study: The Real Enemy
(10–15 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will study John 15:18–25 and 16:33 to understand that Christians will face persecution in this
world.

(10–15 minutes, easy set-up)
Download the Master Teacher Key Study. Print one copy for your own use. Also download the Master
Teacher Student Worksheet. Print a copy for each learner. Also provide pens.

Learning Goal: Your students will understand that if they choose to follow Christ and be obedient to
Him, then it’s not a question of if but when they will face persecution for their commitment.

Pass out pens and copies of the Master Teacher Student Worksheet. Then use the Master Teacher Key
Study to teach John 15:18–25 and 16:33.

Transform Activity

Deeper Discussion
(10 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will discuss the kind of peace that comes from living in Christ.

(10 minutes, easy set-up)

Learning Goal: Students will begin to value a life so committed to Christ that they will be willing to face
persecution for His sake.

Begin a discussion on persecution by using the following questions.

What about your life in Christ brings peace to you that you wouldn’t have otherwise?
In your own life, how have you experienced rejection from others because of your
Christian faith?
Based on what you have learned from Jesus Christ and the lives of others, how can you
face persecution with hope?
How can you explain to an unbeliever that Jesus has overcome the world?

Creative Prayer
(10 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will pray for fellow believers living in persecuted countries.

(10 minutes, easy set-up)
Provide a map of the 10/40 Window.
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Learning Goal: Students will begin to value a life so committed to Christ that they will be willing to face
persecution for His sake.
Google an image of a map of the 10/40 Window. Print several copies. Another option is to see if your
church has a large 10/40 Window map that can be posted on a wall.

Gather students in a semicircle around the map. Explain that in these designated countries of the world
are concentrated groups of people who have never heard the gospel of Jesus Christ. Point out that as a
result, this is where Christians face the risk of the greatest amount and the most severe forms of
persecution.

Lead students in prayer over the nations of the 10/40 Window and those who suffer persecution there.
Ask students to offer short and spontaneous sentence-long prayers. After everyone has had the
opportunity to pray, close by asking God to enable your group to live out their faith in the face of
whatever persecution they may encounter in this life.

Reverb Student Book Option: What Does Persecution Look Like?
(10 minutes, Reverb student book required)
Students will complete an activity about the perspective of American Christians on persecution.

(10 minutes, Reverb student book required)
If your church has purchased the Reverb student book, preview the activity on page 282. If possible,
provide a copy of the book to reference as you mention the activity to students.

Learning Goal: Students will begin to value a life so committed to Christ that they will be willing to face
persecution for His sake.

As students work through pages 278–283 in the Reverb student book this week, challenge them to take
about 10–15 minutes and read through the “What Does Persecution Look Like?”activity on page 282.
Ask: Do we Christians in America really know what persecution is and what it looks like?
Encourage students to work through the definition and consider what persecution looks like for them in
the world they live in.
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Squeeze 1, “The Real Enemy
Drama

Sox Vs. Yanks

Characters:
JACK
PATRICK
FAN 1
FAN 2

Props: two water balloons, flour, two cans of Silly
String, large trashcan

Costumes: Jack, Fan 1, and Fan 2 should be
dressed like avid Boston Red Sox fans. Patrick
should wear clothes in support of the New York
Yankees.

Creative Note: You can change the two teams to
reflect whatever rivalry is popular in your area.

(JACK is standing on stage. He's decked out in
Boston Red Sox gear, ready to go to a game.

He's waiting on his friend PATRICK so they can
leave. They both speak with heavy Boston

accents.)

JACK: Patrick! Come on, already. We're
gonna be late.

PATRICK: (from offstage) Give me a sec!

JACK: Let's go! It's the first game of the
series.

PATRICK: (from offstage) I'm comin'! Chill.

JACK: I'm not gonna miss this! I'll leave
you if I have to.

(PATRICK runs onstage. He's dressed from head
to toe in New York Yankees regalia.)

PATRICK: Okay. Let's get outta here.

(PATRICK moves to pass JACK and leave.
But JACK grabs him.)

JACK: Whoa, whoa, whoa. What's going
on here?

PATRICK: What's going on? I'll tell you
what's going on. We're about to
witness one of the most wicked-
awesome games ever!

JACK: I mean, what's up with your
clothes?

PATRICK: What's wrong with them?

JACK: You know perfectly well what's
wrong. Those are Yankees
clothes. We're Sox fans.

PATRICK: Yeah . . . about that . . . I've kinda
decided to become a Yankees
fan.

JACK: You've what?

PATRICK: Yeah. It's something I've been
dealing with for a while, and I
finally came to the conclusion
that my life needed a change.
So, this is it.

JACK: You're crazy to come out like
that.

PATRICK: Why?

JACK: Why? Do you know what the
people of this city are going to do
to you when they see you
dressed like that? They're not
going to stand for it. You've got a
world of pain coming your way,
my friend.

PATRICK: Oh, come on. That's ridiculous.

JACK: Is it?

(Two more Red Sox FANS run in. They're each
carrying a water balloon.)

FAN 1: Hey Yanks fan—catch this!

(They both throw their water balloons at
PATRICK and then run off.)

PATRICK: Aw, guys. Give me a break!
That's not right.
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JACK: What did I tell you?

PATRICK: Okay, okay. But that's just an
isolated incident.

JACK: An isolated incident?

PATRICK: Yeah.

JACK: We'll see.

(The Sox FANS run back on. This time they each
have a fistful of flour.)

FAN 2: Watch out, Yanks fan—it's
snowing!

PATRICK: What?

(They both throw the flour at PATRICK and then
run off.)

JACK: See?

PATRICK: All right, maybe you're on to
something.

JACK: Oh, I'm definitely on to
something. I don't think you
realize just how "on to
something" I really am.

PATRICK: What do you mean?

(The Sox FANS run onstage again. They're each
carrying cans of Silly String. They don't say a

word. They just run up to PATRICK, spray him
with the stuff, and then run off.)

JACK: Okay. Look. I'm gonna help you
out, but then I gotta get outta
here. I keep getting hit with the
same stuff you do, and that ain't
cool.

PATRICK: (sarcastically) Right. Thanks.

JACK: This is just the reality, bro. You're
gonna have to face that.

JACK: Around here, if you just switch
teams like this, people aren't
going to leave you alone. In fact,
many of 'em are going to try to

make your life as miserable as
possible. That's just the way it is.
You're asking for trouble, and
you're gonna get it.

PATRICK: (sarcastically) Great.

JACK: Here's the deal. You're my friend
and all, so let me lay it out for
you. You've got to ask yourself
this question: Knowing the
trouble that you'll face—is it worth
it? Is this really what you want?

(PATRICK thinks for a moment.)

PATRICK: Yeah. Yeah it is.

JACK: Then good luck ’cause you’re
gonna need it.

(JACK exits. As soon as he does, the two Sox
FANS appear again, yelling and carrying a giant
trashcan. PATRICK sees them and runs away.

The FANS pursue him off the stage.)

(The End)
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biblical passage:  John 15:18–25, 16:33
memory verse: John 15:20  “Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his 

master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they 
obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.

REVERB::squEEzE::lesson one

The Real enemy

The Real enemy

1. If you belong to Christ, the world hates you (John 15:18–20, 15:23).

2. The result of rejecting God is sin and hatred (John 15:21–22, 15:24–25).

3. In spite of the persecution of others, Christ offers real peace (John 16:33).

Small GROUP DISCUSSIOn QUeSTIOnS
• What about your life in Christ brings peace to you that you wouldn’t have otherwise?

• In your own life, how have you experienced rejection from others because of your Christian faith?

•  Based on what you have learned from Jesus Christ and the lives of others, how can you face  
persecution with hope?

• How can you explain to an unbeliever that Jesus has overcome the world?

master teacher 
student worksheet
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Squeeze 1, “The Real Enemy”
Master Teacher Key Study

Master Teacher Key Study
THE REAL ENEMY
(15–20 minutes, easy set-up)
Use this outline and any of the corresponding activities to share the Biblical Truth with students.

Intro: What can we expect as committed followers of Christ?

Description: Jesus did not mince words with His disciples when He explained to them that following Him
meant suffering at the hands of those who did not know and understand their God. Ignorance drives fear,
and fear leads to hatred and distrust. Distrust leads to persecution and oppression.

Illustration: At an altitude of 29,029 feet, Mount Everest is the highest mountain in the world. That is
nearly the cruising altitude of a commercial airliner, which can range from 31,000–34,000 feet on
average. Those who attempt to climb Mount Everest and reach its peak know that they are stepping into
the “great unknown.” No one can be absolutely sure that they will make it back from the mountain’s peak
alive—if they make it to the top at all. There are too many harsh conditions and realities that can easily
complicate an expedition to the top. A series of unfortunate events could easily end the lives of any who
attempt the climb. The only way to attempt it is to be warned and prepare for what lies ahead.

1. If you belong to Christ, the world hates you (John 15:18–20, 15:23).

Description: Jesus indicated to His disciples that the world would identify Him in them, and since the
world hated Jesus it would also hate His disciples.

Illustration: CBS ran an advertisement during the 2010 Super Bowl that was sponsored by Focus on the
Family and featured the former star University of Florida quarterback Tim Tebow. The message of the ad
challenged people to think about what they were doing before arbitrarily taking the life of a child through
abortion. Tim’s mom had been faced with this decision when she was pregnant with Tim and doctors
were recommending an abortion. Critics of this ad instantly decried it not as a message of love and life
but as a sign of hatred against women. How ironic. How could a message that was pro-life be a message
of hatred? The world recognized Christ through His message and His messengers, and suddenly the red
flags of hatred went up.

Application: If the world did not welcome Christ and His message but instead hated it, then the world will
surely hate His message today and try to frame it as meaningless and ineffective.

2. The result of rejecting God is sin and hatred (John 15:21–22, 15:24–25).

Description: Just think about it. If God had never presented Himself through His Law and the fulfillment
of His Law in the person of Jesus Christ, then there would be no conviction of sin and no guilt. But
because God has made Himself known, a stark difference can be seen between God and sin.
Unfortunately, much of the world has chosen to embrace sin and to hate God.

Illustration: In the state of Alabama, it is illegal to wear a fake moustache in church that causes someone
to laugh. In Lee County, Alabama, it is illegal to sell peanuts after dark. It is illegal to flick boogers in the
wind in Alabama too. Nearly every state in the U.S. has laws on their books from years and years ago
that don’t make sense anymore. Maybe some didn’t make much sense back then either.
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Application: Because Christ came into the world and displayed the holiness of God, all who became
aware of His holiness found that they were guilty of sin. When we realize who God is and who we are
compared to who He is, then there is a choice to make. But there are also consequences to rejecting
God.

3. In spite of the persecution of others, Christ offers real peace (John 16:33).

Description: Imagine Jesus saying, “I’ve got good news and bad news. Let’s deal with the bad news
first.” He proceeds to tell us what we may expect as His followers—persecution. But then He offers the
good news. “It’s done. I’ve finished the course, and I’ve come out on top. Because I have, I’ve made it
possible for you to make it too.” This is what Jesus essentially told His disciples.

Illustration: World War 1 was once called “the war to end all wars.” Then came World War 2, then the
Korean War, then the Vietnam War, then the Persian Gulf War, then 9/11, then the War on Terror, and
then the Iraq War. It seems that the world’s view of peace is pretty shallow and unreliable. The reality is
this: As long as there are people on this earth, there will always be war, and peace will have a hard time
prospering.

Application: Jesus’ peace is in sharp contrast with the world’s peace. In the world there is only trouble.
But when we are in Christ, we are able to lift our heads above the clouds of trouble and unrest to see His
perfect peace and rest. If we know His peace in our heart, then we can endure anything.

Conclusion: In this world we can expect trouble. But in Christ we can expect real peace.

Description: Jesus did not want His followers to move forward without knowing that just because they
belonged to Him they would never encounter trouble through persecution. If they had blindly moved
forward in thinking that they would be exempt from suffering persecution, then they would have given up.

Application: The peace that Jesus offers is a peace like no other. We can take it to the bank and count
on the fact that His presence is always with us and that if He was able to overcome then He has enabled
us to do the same.


